Join us! Read and Respond To Our Need For Your Inclusion. We Need Your Help!
Adefua is seeking funds for the construction of the Adefua Cultural Arts Center, which will function as a Cultural Resource Center for Community performances, educational workshops, Massage Therapy and Self-Care Practices for Seattle/Rainier Valley Residents.

Adefua Cultural Education Workshop (ACEW) is seeking a to construct a building which will function as a Cultural Resource Center for Community performances, educational workshops, Massage Therapy and Self-Care Practices for Southeast Seattle/Rainier Valley Residents.  These funds will help us:
1. Create a stage-sized space to bring rehearsals and performances in-house;

2. Create a therapeutic space for movement and massage therapy with muscular, re-educational/heal-thyself programs and activities for youth and adults;

3. Create additional space for costume construction and storage;

4. Provide regular community classes; and

5. Enhance community partnerships through providing space for other local artists to present cross-cultural exchange programs.
Adefua will also be an important regional resource for cultural participants, researchers, teachers, students interested in learning or sharing rich historic and cultural preservation.  Our community has a need for professional cultural arts in the community, which is operated by a cultural arts entity and not a city agency.

When one thinks of Cultural Arts in the city of Seattle, one must think of Adefua African Music & Dance Company.  Adefua Cultural Education Workshop (ACEW) has consistently since 1984 provided an ongoing existence, presenting West African Culture at its best!  Adefua offers year-round cultural programs with authentic, interactive African drum and dance. This combination of culture-in-performance and arts-in-education is presented by an authentic interactive traditional African Drum and Dance Company.  The base group consists of 4-12 members including drummers, dancers, singers that are adults and youth.  
Each year we float to visit a different festival venue to house the annual “Odunde Festival” and the “Spring Recital” between different venues.  With “a home to call our own,” we will have more stability in the community 

Adefua is historic within this region.  For the past 22 years, Adefua is the only African-American organization within the Pacific northwest that has consistently presented 4 programs (Black History Month Celebrations, Spring Recital Concert, Summer Cultural Camps for youth and adults, Odunde Festival (an annual harvest celebration).  All of these events have been successfully executed without our own building that we can call home.
We are housed in.  Adefua is based within Southeast Seattle a multi-ethnic community (one of the richest ethnic communities with King County), where about 99% of these children are at risk, have special needs, and unable to pay for community classes or cultural activities.  Most of our community work has been done totally free of charge.

Once our facility is in place, we will hold the events we’ve typically help in various places in our own facility.  It will allow access to a smaller, affordable rental for those groups which are too small for the larger venues.  The space will be used for performing arts space and massage therapy, providing a space for both creativity and healing.
The establishment of a Cultural center in Southeast Seattle will engage non-local interest into the area who wouldn’t normally come.  They will come for the classes and workshops, and while they are in the area, they will be attracted to other places, spending money, thus boosting the economy. 
Mission

The mission of Adefua Cultural Education Workshop (ACEW) is to create, expand and offer options for youth to enhance growth, personal development and academic success through the study of African cultural, music and dance.
Goals

Our building goal is to have a facility in which to offer our programs which are based on the goals below:
1. To fully implement the Career Pathway Program, which creates new academic and cultural learning opportunities and a curriculum that, is culturally relevant and interactive.

2. To provide programs that reach youth and families that are not exposed to the rich traditions of an African heritage.

3. To develop broad community support for cultural education of/for children and families.

4.  Promote life-long appreciation of cultural arts education.

5. Prepare students and young adults for career and employment opportunities by providing training in dance.
Programs and Services

Adefua’s services are divided into three areas, each of which provides programs.  Education includes Academic Development, which provides classroom-based learning in residencies; Cultural & Performing Arts Education, which provides inter-active hands-on learning for children and adults of all ages, culminating in performance opportunities in our four annual programs; Vocational Education, which may teach educators how to infuse culturally relevant curriculum and teaching strategies into academic programs; and Career Pathways, which provides  employment for Students who complete job training program requirements. 
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